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State of Mississippi
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Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if fcnown,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main facade of the New Capitol faces the south, with 
the south portico centering/with Congress Street. The style of the 
building is that of Beaux Arts Classicism and is designed on the 
order of pavilions connected by wings. The pavilions are provided 
with porticos and arcades. The exterior walls of the building are of 
Bedford limestone, and the base course is of Georgia granite.

The New Capitol's main vestibule is constructed entirely of 
Blue Vermont marble oil h base of Black Belgian marble. The central 
rotunda is of Italian marble with trimmings of black marble. Friezes 
and columns of scagliola lead to an elaborately decorated dome, 
supported at four points with marble niches designed as receptacles 
for statuary, developing into massive free columns in the second story 
to the frieze line of the dome. The legislative halls, located in c/» 
the two extreme points of the third story are built upon marble and rn 
scagliola, both with dome-shaped ceilings of oxidized copper, stucco _ 
and stained glass. The central dome is surmounted by a 15* x 8' 
copper eagle, coated with gold leaf.

The only repairs of any consequence on the New Capitol 
since its erection were accomplished in 1934-/35, when the interior 
was generally repaired and redecorated. f
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Work on the New Capitol began in 19JX1, and the building 
was completed in 1903. Since that time, it Has been the seat of 
the Mississippi State Government. Many of Mississippi's 20th 
century Congressmen and prominent state political officials have 
served in the New Capitol in one of the three branches of state 
government.

«
The State House Commission, established in 1900 to super­ 

vise construction of the Capitol, secured the advisory services of 
Barnard R. Gre-en, contractor and builder of Washington, D. C., who 
had erected tne Library of Congress building in Washington. The 
architect selected by the State House Commission was Theodore C. 
Linlc, St. Louis, Missouri. The design, selected from fourteen 
entries submitted, is typical of its era and is based on that of 
the National Capitol. When completed, it was considered an out­ 
standing example of pure renaissance classic architecture. Link, 
a native of Heidelberg, Germany, also designed the Union Station, 
as well as other buildings in St. Louis, Missouri.

One of the New Capitol's most distinguished visitors was 
General Douglas C. Mac^Crthur, who addressed a joint session of the 
Mississippi Legislature on the steps of the building on March 22, 
1952.



Proceedings, .Connected with Laying the Corner Stone of Mississippi's
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Mississippi Department of Archives and History October 11,196
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120 North State Street
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Jackson

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [H State ^ Local Q
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Title Director. Miss. Dept. of
Archives and History 
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